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EDITORIAL. 


© Whereby the world tht then was being overflowed with 
water perished : but the heavens and the earth which 
are. now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men.* 2 Peter 11. 3, 7. 


The difficulty in gaining a correct understand- 
ing of many passages of scripture, arises from the 
loose and detached way in which we read them. 
We too often read only a chapter and attempt 
to form ideas concerning it, barely from what that 
chapter contains; by which we are frequently led 
into mistakes. We ought ever to understand that 
the division of the scriptures, into chapters and 
verses, is a modern affair. In reading the gos- 


pels we 8hould read them as entire histories, and | 


the epistles as we would letters from friends. We 
never think of taking up a letter which a friend 
kindly sends us and reading a small portion of it, 
then laying it aside till we have forgotten what 
we have read, and then reading another portion, 
and disposing of it in the same way, until weeks 
or months have passed away before we have read 
the letter. When we reflect that this is the way 
the Bible is read we cease to wonder that it 1s no 
better understood. 

Let it then, be observed that the letter, of 
which this passage. is'a part, was written by the 
aged apostle Peter, but a short time before his 
death, and but about four years anterior to the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Its _ 1s to refresh 
the memories 'of those to whom he wrote, with 
what had been spoken by the prophets, the apos- 
tles and the Lord Jesus. They had predicted the 
coming of the Lord, in his signal judgments, to 
overthrow Jerusalem in that generation-——but the 
generation, in which the destruction. was to take 
place, -had nearly passed away, and in the last 
days 8coffers arose- exulting in the idea that the 
prediction was likely to fail. 'The following 1s 
the apostle's introduction to our text— 'This s8e- 
cond epistle, beloved, I now write unto you, in 
which I stir up your pure minds by way of re- 
inembrance : that ye may be mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the” holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of us the apostles of the 
Lord and Savior: knowing this first, that there 
hall in the last days come scoffers, walking after 
their own lust, ky 8aying, Where is the promise 
of his coming? Por since the fathers fell asleep, 
all things continue as they were from the begin- 
ning of* the creation.” | Por this they are willngly 
ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavy 
were of old, and the earth standing out of. 
water and in the water; whereby the world the 
then was, perished, being overflowed with water : 


{To us it appears pe 
{ heavens and the new earth, were to take the place 


but the heavens and the earth which are now, by 
the same word, are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire'against the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men,* 'PThe apostle proceeds to assure 
his brethren, to whom he wrote, that the long de- 
lay of the accomplishment of these predictions 
was not to be regarded as evidence that the 
would not be fulfilled—that God was not slac 
concerning his promises—that the day of the Lord 
would come as a thief in the night, and that the 
present order of things *'would pass away. He 
cautions them to maintain a consistent course of 
conduct that they might be prepared for the event ; 
as they were *looking for and hastening unto the 
coming of the day of God. You will observe 
that the early disciples were looking for this day 
of God, they were hastening to it ; it was an/event 
near at hand, in which the heavens being on fire, 
should be dissolved, and the elements shoyld melt 
with fervent heat. 'The disciples were ware of 
this, but there were scoffers who di 
heve it. 4 

I wish to be particular on this 8ybject. If the 
reader will examine the 12th verge, he will 8ee 
that those to whom Peter wrote, were-then leok- 
ing for, and hastening unto the coming of that 
day, when the heavens should be dissolved; and, 
also, for the new heavens which were to 8ucceed. 
On the quick approach of that day, Peter founded 
his exhortation, that those to whom he wrote 
should be diligent, that they might be found of 
him in peace, without 8pot, and blameless. 'This, 
certainly, 8upposes that the event was to occur 
during their natural lives; while they were yet 
active. | 

Peter made a quotation from Isaiah, with re- 
gpect to the new heavens and new earth. See 
Isai. Ixv. 17. * For, behold, I create new heavens, _ 
and a new earth: and the former shall not be re-* 
membered, nor come into mind.* By looking at 
the 21st verse, we learn what shall be done in 
these new heavens and new earth. *And they 
shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they 
shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.” 
It is presumed that our readers have no idea that 
such will be the employment of spiritual beings 
in another world. - We may also notice Isa. Ixvi. 
2, 23. *For as the new heavens and the new 
earth, which I will make, shall remain before” me, 
8aith the Lord, s0 shall your seed and your name 
remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one 
new moon” to another, -and from one sabbath to 
another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, 
gaith the Lord.” By this it is evident that the new 
heavens and new earth are in a world where 
time is divided by new moons and sabbaths; and 
where people from time to time assemble in their 
fleshly bodies to bee | We do not suppose 
that 8nch things are by icable to another world. 

ctly evident that the new 


of the old heavens and old earth, during the natu- 
ral life of mankind ; because after they were es- 


122 


tablished, houses were to be built and inhabited— 
vineyards planted and the fruit of them eaten— 
there were to be new moons and- sabbaths, 'and 
worshipping .assemblies. We do not see that 
there 1s anything about these new heavens and 
new earth incongruous with the natural life of 
man. As the old heavens and earth, spoken of 
in the text, were to be destroyed, before the in- 
troduction of the new, and as the. introduction of 
the new was to occur during the natural life of 
man, as the pazssing away of the old must have 
been during the same period. 

Perhaps our readers generally, are acquainted 
with the fact that there is a modern translation of 
the New Testament, entitled The Improved Ver- 
8jon.* The learned authors of that, although not 
Universalists, made the following comments on 
the pagsage under consideration.—*It is well 
known that in the language of prophecy great 


political changes and revolutions are foretold un- 
der the 8mybols of terrible convulsions in the nat- 
ural world. In this language our Lord foretels 


the approaching destruction of Jerusalem, Matt. 
XXIV. 59. An in language precisely similar bor- 
rowed indeed from the prophet Joel, the apostle 
Peter himself (Acts 1i. 20.) describes the calami- 
ties of the Jewish nation which were then impend- 
ing. It can hardly admit of doubt that the sub- 
lime language of this context is to be interpreted 
in a similar manner. 'The 13th verse is a quota- 
tion from Isaiah Ixv. 17. where the new heavens 
and the new- earth are universally understood to 
Signify the gospel dispensation. Consequently, 
©*the.heavens and the earth which are now,” (verse 
7,) must necessarily signify the Jewish dispensa-| 
tion, or the moral state of the world, which must 
pass away to make room for the promulgation of 
the Christian Religion. Observe, what these men 
understand by the words, * the heavens and the 
earth which are now'—they suppose that the Jew- 
ish —_——— is meant, and by the new heay-" 
ens and earth, the gospel dispensation. 'They 8ay 
that terrible convulsions, in the natural world, are 
used to represent, * political changes and revolu- 
tions.” 'They advert to the language of our Lord 
concerning the destruction of Jerusalem in Matt. 
xX1v. 29. © Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days, shall the sun be darkened, and the 
moon 8hall not give her light, and the stars shall 
fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken,' &c. 'This Eaſe is acknowledged 
by all orders to refer to the destruction of Jeru- 
galem. Dr. Lightfoot observes on this passage ; 
—'The Jewish heaven will perish, and the sun 
and moon of its glory and happiness shall be dark- 
ened—brought to nothing. The gun 1s the reli- 
gion of the church; the moon is the government 
of the state ; and the stars are the judges and doc- 
tors of both.' Dr. Adam Clarke agrees with this 
opinion ; he 8ays, *in prophetic language, great 
conyulsions on earth are often represented under 
the notion of convulsions and changes in the 
heavens—the fall of Babylon is represented by 
the 8tars and constellations of heaven withdraw- 
ing their light; and the sun and moon being dark- 
ened. | See Is. xiii. 9, 10, The destruction of 
Egypt, by the heavens being covered, and the s8un 
enveloped with a cloud, and the moon withhold- 
ing her light. Ezek. xxxii. 28. [The destruction of 
the Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes, is represented 


by casting down some of the hosts of heaven, and { by the means of the ark. Then the destruction 
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the 8tars, to the ground. See, Dan. viii. 10. And 
this very destruction of Jerusalem is represented 
by the prophet Joel, chap. ii. 30, 31. by showing 
wonders in heaven and in earth—darkening the 
sun and turning the moon into blood. "This gen- 
eral mode of describing these judgments leaves 
no room to doubt the ors ay of its application 
in this cage. As there is no doubt that our Lord 
by the use of such language, in the 2th of Matt. 
referred to the destruction of the Jewish heavens, 
their 8un moon and stars, we think there is equal- 
ly as little doubt, that his disciple, Peter, had ref- 
erence to the same eyent, by the use of similar 
language. You recollect that Peter heard our 
Lord's discourse recorded in Matt. xxiv. There 
is another circumstance, which I think will con- 
vince our readers that Peter afid.our Lord alluded 
to the 8ame event. 'They both chose the flood 
as an illustration of their 8ubject. Let us quote 
our Savior's words from Matt. xxiv. * But as the ' 
days of Noe were, 80 shall the coming of the Son 
= —_— For as in the —_ were before 
e. , they were eating and drinking, marry- 
ing and givin is marri nr the day that Noe 
entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away ; 80, also, shall the 
coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be 
in the field the one shall be taken and the other 
left. Two women shall be er raw, at the mill, 
one 8hall be taken and the other left. Watch 
therefore for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come.” 'This cannot relate to a future world ; 
for we do not suppose that there are fields and 
mills, and people left in them, there. But our 
Savior rip informed his disciples that these 
things should all take place in that generation. * 
The falling of the stars from heaven, the darken- 
ing of the s8un and moon, and the shaking of the 
powers of heaven, were to take place in that gen- 
eration. 'Those times were-compared to the days 
of Noe—and Peter was of the number, who were 
commanded to watch the approach of these things. 
These things, recollect, were all accomplished at 
the destruction of Jerusalem, as commentators of 
all orders acknowledge. 'Then, observe that the 
passage which we are endeavoring to explain, was 
written but about four years, only, before that 
event occured; and its language 1s s:milar to our 
Lord's. *For this they are willingly ignorant of, 
that by the word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of the water: whereb 
the world that then was, being overflowed wi 
water, perished: but the heavens and the earth 
which are now, by the same-word are kept in 
8tore, reserved unto fire against the day of judg- 
ment and perdition of ungodly men,* The old 
heavens and earth, we have represented- as hay- 
ing been destroyed by the flood, and the heavens 
and the earth, which existed in the days of Peter, 
were to be destroyed in a similar way, only by 
fire. Did the flood actually destroy the literal 
heavens and earth, No, it only. destroyed the 
people; destroyed their government, their cus- 
toms, their manners, and their wickedness. 'The 
game earth -and heavens remained after the wa- 
ters were dried up, that were | 
ography of the country remain 
aught we know, that it ever was. All the 
itants were not destroyed, as Noah and his family, 
and gome of all kinds of animals, were preserved 


of the old heavens and earth had nothing to do 
with the material heavens and earth, but was a 
destruction of a wicked and adulterous people, 
and their government and laws, &c. 'The heavy- 
ens and the earth, which existed in the days of 
Peter, were of the s8ame kind, and were to be de- 
stroyed in a similar manner ; only the former were 
destroyed by water, and the latter by fire. 'The 
latter were Jews and their. dispensation ; which 
were -as effectually destroyed by the fire, which 
overwhelmed Jerusalem, as the antideluvians were 
by the flood. And this time was a day of judg- 
ment to the Jews; then was * the perdition of un- 
men. 

The destruction of ' Babylon was represented 
by 8uch age, as before observed. See Is. 
x1i. *The i will shake the heavens, and 
the earth shall remove out of her place, in the 
wrath of the Lord of hosts; and in the day of his 
fierce anger. And it shall be as te chased roe, 
and as a sheep that no man taketh up, they shall 
every man turn to his own people, and flee every 
one "to * his own land. Every one that is found 
Shall be thrust through; and every one that is 

ined unto them shall fall by the s8word, &c. And 
Bab the glory of his kingdoms, the beauty of 

zChaldees? excellency, shall be as when God 
overthrew Sodom 'and Gomorrah.' By this it is 
evident the shaking of the heavens and the re- 
moving of the earth, is only figurative language 
to express the overthrow of Babylon. Ava by 
8uch language Peter expreseed, the overthrow of 
Jerusalem, in the text. He knew that Joel and 
other prophets had used such language in refer- 
ence to that event; he had heard Christ use it— 
he had usedSt himself, in Acts 11. 19, 20, when 
speaking to the Jews; and TI have no idea that we 
have any right to give' his language a different 
construction in his epistle. 

To show the reader more clearly that the text 
does not relate to the destruction of material na- 
ture we may cite a passage from Isa. xxxiv. 4, 5. 
* And all the hosts of heaven shall be dissolved, 
and the heavens shall be rolled' together as a 
scroll ; and all their hosts shall fall down, as the 
leaf falleth from the vine, and as a n_y be Fe 8 
the fig tree. For my sword shall be ed in 
heaven.' &c. 'This language is used, in 8uch con- 
nection as clearly to show, that in the io warns 
calamities of Idumea, and other neighboring 
countries, the inhabitants of Palestine—the peo- 
ple of Israel—the church of God would be great 
sufferers. 'These were the heavens which were 
to be rolled together as a scroll. 

But this construction seems to be put beyond 
controvers paring Hag. i. 6. with Heb. 


by com 
x11. 26, 27. where 1t is 8aid—*yet once more | 
shake not the earth only, but also heaven; and 
this word, yet once more, 8ignifieth the removing 
of those things that are en, as of things that 
are made, that those which cannot be shaken may 
remain.” That reference is here had to the Jew- 
ish polity or dispensation, by the heavens- and 
e which are to be shaken there is no doubt— 
and that the things which cannot be shaken which 
shall remain after the others are removed are the 


gospel dispe on... 

We close this article with the langu of 
another, — Thus viewing this subject, we find a 
beautiful concatenation of scripture prophecies, 
and view their complete and remarkable fulfil- 
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ment. 'The mind is not shocked with unnatural 
and IEG theories of the decomposi- 
tion of the-planets and atmosphere, and the con- 
gequent re-production of organized matter, phenix- 
like from its own ashes. But we behold the entire 
destruction of the Jewish dispensation,with its rites 
ceremonies and traditions which compose its ele- 
ments, which exalted the Jews to the heavens in 
point of privileges—their exemplary punishment 
for the greatest offence—a severity in its inflic- 
tion unparallelled—and a monument erected and 
consecrated to the christian religion as'imperisha- 
ble as trath. We behold the *new heavens and 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,* in 
the new order of things under the gospel dispen- 
gation ; and the counsel of Jehovah gloriously re- 
vealed for the advancement 'and perfection of 
knowledge, purity, and happiness. B, W. 


HOPELESS SORROW. 
© He refused to be comforted.* Gen. xxxvii. 35. 

The affecting circumstance which gave rise to 
the hopeless 8orrow of the venerated Patriarch, 
is the following.—He had twelve sons ; but among 
them all, his fayorite 8on, the object of his particu- 
Jar and distinguishing care, was Joseph. His 
other sons shared largely of his parental affection ; 
but till, they envied Joseph, because their Fa- 
ther loved him more than he did them ; and, the 
consequence was, they conceived and matured 
the resolution of accomplishing, in some way or 
other, his destruction: Accordingly, when he was 
[wont by his Father, to inquire for the welfare of 
his brethren, who were at Dothan, and met them 
there, they carried the cruel design they had 
formed into execution. 'They first cast him into a 
pit ; but afterwards they took him out of it, and 
Sold him to a comnany of Ishmaelites, for twenty 
| ieces of silver. 'They then took his coat, dipped 
it in the blood of a kid, and carried it to their Fa- 
ther; who instantly recognized it, and exclaimed, 
*It is my 80n's coat; an evil beast hath devoured 
him ; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces. And 
Jacob rent his clothes, and put s8ackcloth upon his 
loins, and mourned for his 8on many days. And 
all his 8ons and all his daughters rose up to com- 
fort him ; but he refused to be comforted ; and he 
8aid, for I will go down into the grave unto my 
Son mourning. Thus his Father, wept for him.” 

Such was the pecuharly afflicting circumstance 
which caused Jacob's sorrow. 'The misfortunes, 
which he expected had befallen his beloved 80n, 
were, in his apprehenson, of such an aggravated 
nature, as to justify him, in refusing to be comfort- 
ed. It is hardly possible for a person to conceive 
what his feelings and reflections were, on this 
distressing occasion. He -8aw the blood-stained 
coat of his gon ; he knew Ut was his ; and he doubt- 
ed not that an evil beast had devoured him. But, 
$till, there was a dreadful uncertainty connected 
with the distressing event. ©*In what manner,” he 
would anxiously inquire, *did my son perish ? 
What evil beast was it, that deprived me of the 
 desire of my eyes ?* How was he rent in pieces ?? 
And then he would give vent to his grief and in- 
dulgence to his tears, He would doubtless turn 
his thoughts back, and endeavor to call up to his 
recollection the lovely image of his gon, when he 
left the peaceful vale of Hebron, and trace the 
path that led to the fatal s8pot where he perished. 


- 
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And then, again, the fountain of his grief would 
be opened, and 1 would gush forth from his 
eyes. But when he reflected that he should no 
more behold him in the land of the hving, his 
feelings became irrepressible ; he would not be 
comforted ; but would go down into the grave 
unto his 80n mourning. 

While, however, 1 distressing reflections 
were passing through his mind, and while hi 
heart was thus oppressed with grief, where was 
Joseph? Was he till living ? He was; and not 
only living, but was rapidly rising to the highest 
stations of honor and glory. Could Jacob have 
known this, how different would have been his 
reflections! But while Joseph, under the guid- 
ance and direction of an overruling providence, 
was rising to that elevation which his dreams 
presaged, his Father was severely suffering from 
the agonizing apprehension, that he was rent in 
pieces and devoured by an evil beast. 'He would 
not be comforted, because, as he viewed the case, 
he had been bereft of a darling 80n. But, had he 
known what his Heavenly Father had designed to 
do, in separating him from his brethren, and what 
gplendid honors were to be conferred upon him, 
how different would have been his feelings! He 


would have felt as he did, when he fondly met- 


him in Egypt, and embraced him, and s8aid, *now 
let me die, since I have 8een thy face, because 
thou art yet alive.” . 

It hardly need be told py readers, that igno- 
rance, respecting the fate of his son, was the 
cause of Jacob's hopeless sorrow. If he had 
known that his 8on was living, and was rising to 
the highest seats of honor, and was destined to 
become the Governor of all Egypt, he would have 


& SK instead of having refused to be comfort- 


ed, in being separated from him for a season. 
And is it not, —]. put the question to all my rea- 
ders—is it not ignorance, respecting those that 
are 8eparated from us, by the event of death, 
which occasions most of our fears, and gives rise 
to all our hopeless sorrows ? Could we know that 
our sons and daughters, our relatives and friends, 
when called from us to be here no more, are mn 
the hands of a kind and merciful Being, should 
we not feel resigned to the event of providence, 
which separates them from us? | Is it not the 
cherished apprehension, that some great evil has 
befallen them,—that they are either stricken out, 
of existence, or that their names are blotted out 
of the Lamb's book of life, —which occasions most 
of our anxieties and regrets? It is undoubtedly 
80, Let us but know that they live before the 
Lord, and enjoy his divine presence, and we c; 
give our fears to the winds, and cast our sorrows 
into the depths of the sea. | 
Arr Apostle has said, *But I would not have 
you, to be tgnorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye 8orrow not, even as 
others, which have no hope.” The cause of hope; 
less sorrow lies not. in knowing the condition of 
those that, are separated from us by death ; but, 
on the contrary, in being ignorant of it.  'The 
truth of this remark, however, it. myst, be confess- 
ed, depends entirely on the pre-existing fact, that 


they are happy. If this be not the case,—if they | 


are, in fact, unhappy, and are: forever to remain 
80,—1t surely would not be to us a source of hap- 
piness to know it, to have it deeply impressed up- 
on, the mand, to reflect upon it oft 


en and seriously, | 
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Indeed, where is the fond Parent, who would not 
refuse to be comforted, were he to-know that the 
dear object of his affection, of whom death has 
bereft him, is now unhappy, and will be 80 for- 
ever? Where is the husband or the wife, the 
brother or the sister, the gon or the daughter, 
who could endure the thought of being eternally 
Separated from each other? Oh! if this doctring 


his | be true, even 1f 1t be true, tell it not to the mour- 


ner! Tell it not to the father or the mother, the 
brother or the sister, the husband 'or the wite, in 
the day of bereavement and affliction! It would 
immeasurably increase . thejr anguish ;- aye, it 
would drive them to all the madness of degpair. 
But the condition of those that are separated 
from us by-death, does not require us to indulge 
hopeless 8orrow. When our friends leave us, and 
go down to the house appointed for the living, we 
cannot forbear to heave the heart-felt sigh, and to 
drop the friendly tear; but we ought not to mourn 
as those that have no hope, and give too much in- 
dulgence to our grief, It should be remembered, 
thatthe gospel brings life and unmortality to light, 
and assures us, that we shall all be raised incor- 
ruptible and be changed. It should be remem- 
 bered, too, that Christ has risen from the dead; 
and become the first fruits of them. that slept. 
Nor should it be forgotten, that * God is good unto 
all, and his tender mercies are over all his works. 
Possessing this faith, enjoying this confidence im 
'the goodness of God, a man may feel resigned to 
the will of Heaven, and bow submissively to: all 
the dispensations of providence. C. G. 


REMARKS ON SHEOL. 


Sheol is the Hebrew word, which is translated 
hell, in the Old Testament. It is important for us 
to know how the Hebrews understood the mean- 
ing of this word—whether they supposed it signi- 
fied a place of torment in the future world, as 
such a meaning has been attached to its transla- 
tion. It is certain, if the Hebrews did-not 80 un- 
derstand it, for whose advantage the Old Testa- 
ment, was more immediately given, we ought not 
80 to understand it. | 

We haye found some remarks on this 8ubject 
in Jahn's Biblical Archeology, which, consider- 
ing their author, we regard as valuable, and have 
thought, oper to place them before our readers. 
The 3 om which we make the following ex- 
tracts, is highly esteemed by the christian com- 
munity, and eyen Professor. Stuart, was 80 much 
in favor of it, that the- translation; which we have, 
was given to. the public through his desire and 
encouragement. Here follows the extract, 

*'The belief of the ancient Hebrews, therefore, 
on this subject, was, that the gpirits..of the dead 
were received into SHEOL, which is represented, 
as a large 8ubterranean abode, Gen. 37 : 35. comp. 
Num. 16: 30—33. Deut. 25,0. Ine this abode, 
we are told, that the wicked are driven snddenly, 
their days being cut, short, but the good descend 
into. it. in tranquillity, and in the Ro of their 

ng place for thoge, 
who have gone hence, is often dJegeribed as dark, 
as 80rrowful, and inactive, Job. 10: 21. Ps. 6: 5. 
88: 11, 12, 115: 17. Is. 38; 18; butin Is. 14: 9, 
et 8eq. it. .is represented, as full of activity; and 
in other places, as we-may legrn from Job-26: 5, 


6. and 1. Sam. 28: 7, more than human knowl 
is ascribed to its inhabitants, which is indeed im- 
plied in the credit, which was given to necroman- 
cers. In this abode, moreover, the DEPARTED 
sPIRITS rejoice in that rest, 80 much desired by 
the orientals, Job 3: 13; and there the living 
hope to 8ee- once more their beloved ancestors 
and children, Gen. 37: 35. comp. Gen. 25: 10. 
35: 28. 49: 29. Num. 20: 24-26. 1. K. 2:10, 
11. etg; and there also the gervant 1s at length 
freed his master, and enjoys a cessation from 
his labors, Job 3: 13—19. 

That the ancient Hebrews believed, that there 


enigenity of God, (Matt. 22: 32.) cannot be 
ed -by direct testimony. The probability, 

r, that this was the cage, seems' to be in- 
-it is remembered, that the author 


= not, authority, therefore, decidedly to 
8ay, that any other motives were held out to the 
ancient Hebrews to pursue the good and to avoid 
the evil, than those, which were derived from the 
rewards and punishments of this life. 'That these 
were the motives, which were presented to their 
minds in order to influence them to pursne a right 
course: of conduct, 1s expressly asserted in Is. 26: 
9, 10; and may be learnt also from the impreca- | 
tions, which are met with, in many parts of the 
Old Testament. | 
The MzentsTani, who were disciples of Zoro- 
aster, believed in the immortality of the s8oul, in 
rewards and punishments after death, and in the 
resurrection of the body; at the time of which 
resurrection, all the bad would be puree by fire, 
and as8ociated with the good, Zend Avesta, P. I. 
p. 107, 108. P. II. p. 211. 227. 229. 124, 125. 173. 
245, 246. comp. Ezek. 37 : 1—14. 
The foregoing extract is. from * Biblical Arche- 
ology sect. 314. pp. 397 and 398. 
r. Jahn in the above, quotes Ececl:; xii. 14. as 
evidence that the author of that passage either in- 
tended to assert doctrine of future rewards 


and punishments or *something very muck like it.” 
But on this p he speaks: doubtful, but un- 
'questionably it-is the best evidence he could bring 


from the Hebrew s8criptures to 8upport that doc- 
trine, or he would have selected testimony on ! 
-which he could have spoken decidedly. But the 
most he ventures to 8ay- of this passage is, it con- 
tains *+8omething very much like* the doctrine of 
future rewards and punishments. But the Doctor 
discovers a resemblance where we do not. How 
as8age: read? Tt emply 8ays—*that 

g every work into judgment, with 

every secret thing,” whether nogd or evil. This 
leaves the question entirely -untouched, when and 
where this judgment is to exist. It is wholly 
begging the question to say it conveys something 
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Friend; 


like the doctrine of future rewards and punish- 
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ments. But as the Doctor 


edge Speaks doubtfully on 
the subject, we think this er will show 


that the passage can not be safely applied to the 
concerns of a future life, It Should be recollect- 
ed that the author of that passage has declared— 
'The righteous shall be recompensedin the earth ; 
much more the wicked and the sinner.” 

If .the ancient Hebrews were not taught the 
doctrine of future rewards and punishments, as 
we think it is evident they were not—Dr. Jahn in 
the above quotation informs us who were ancient- 
ly believers in that doctrine, and ,by whom they 
were taught it. 

We hope the fables of Zoroaster will s0on be 
laid aside, and that the onward march of free in- 
quiry will establish truth on the rock of endless 
ages, B, W. * 


UNIVERSALFM. 
It has been 8aid of universalism, that *1t takes 


: [away all moral restraint, strikes at the root of vi- 


tal religion, leads to licentiousness, to infidelity, 
to atheism; and emboldens the sinner to cgptinue 
in the practice of sin, and in a state of unrecon- 
ciliation to God.” Now this, it must be confess- 
ed, is a Sweeping charge; and my readers may 
wish to know, how 'T shall be able to meet 1t? 
And what I shall be able to say against it? Of 
course, in the very outset, I shall deny the charge, 
length and breadth ; shall deny it as a whole, and 
all its particulars. I will not deny—but will admit 
—that the moral tendency of any doctrine 1s a 
good rule, by which to judge of its correctness or 
incorrectness, its utility or inutility. If, in fact, 
it could. be made to appear, by any process of 
gound and conclusive reasoning, that the doctrine 
of universal grace and free salvation were hcen- 
cious in its tendency; if it were calculated to 
weaken moral obligations, to create irreligious 
feelings and to encourage man to the practice of 
gin; 80 far from being its advocate, I would 8m- 
cerely 'and heartily condemn it. But FI have no 
fears on this ground. I would seriously and can- 
didly ask, what there is, or what there can be, in 
the belief, that 'all men will be saved, which can 
possibly lead to licentiousness, to the practice of 
8in, to scepticism, or to afy dreaded evil? TI be- 
lieve God is man's unchanging Father and 
at he is kind and benevolent; that he 
has designed and will accomplish he salvation of 
the world; that he has raised up and appointed 
his 8on for that purpose—will thts lead to licen- 
tiousness? Will this encourage a man to live in 
=_ rebellion against the divine government ? 
ill tis induce the ginner to disregard the re- 
quirements of his merciful Creator, and treat con- 
temptuously the precepts of Jesus? No, nothing 
can be more- preposterous. Every body knows, 
that love begets love* and friendship begets friend- 
s$hip; that the man, who interests himself in be- 
half of another, will, perhaps imperceptibly, but 
yet certainly, gain his affections. Who has ever 
iscovered, mm his intercourse with the world, a 
disposition in man to treat contemptuously, or even 
indifferently thoge, whom he knows or believes to 
be his 8incere and devoted friends? No one. 
And can it be believed then—is it reasonable to 
believe—that a man will be more opposed to the 
moral character and government of God, if he be- 
lieve him to be his friend, than if he believe him 
to be his enemy ? It cannot be. It may there- 
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fore be asserted, that the doctrine of universalism, 
80 far from having a licencious and dangerous 
tendency, is far less pernicious in its moral iuflu- 
ence and effects, than any of those doctrines, 
which represent the Deity as an enemy to man, 
and as having designed his final and everlasting 
destruction ! C. G. 


— 


COMMUNICATIONS, 


[For the Universalist.] 


The following communication4s from an esteemed 
brother in the ministry who resides in an adjoin- 
ing state, and is not the less valuable on that 
account. 'The hints it contains will receive due 
attention. We shall endeavor to be careful to 
avoid the errors which our brother 1s not alone 
in deprecating. _ Evs, 


MzxssxKs EpiTors :—Give me leave to express 
through your paper, the pleasure I have, in be- 
ing able to recognize in it, a periodical, which I 
cannot only read with-a high degree of satisfac- 
tion to myself, but can hand it to a candid oppo- 
nant to be read, without blushing at the person- 
alities and sarcasms on every page, with which, I 
know he will be disgusted. By this remark, it is 
not intended to reproach any other public jour- 
nals of our order ;—though it any of their __ 
think it belongs to them, let them * go, and sin no 
more. Peradventure . the time was, when their 
peculiar 8ituation may, in a measure, have justifi- 
ed them in returning railing for railing. But that 
time, (if, indeed, it ever were) has gone by. And 
you will bear me witness, when I aver, that no 
man of good taste and sensibility, of any sect, can 
read, and escape disgust, the sarcasms and witi- 
cisms, personalities and epithets, with which too 
many religious news-papers and sermons abound. 
They may answer the purpose of showing off the 
author's talents and disposition, ' and feeding the 
most unenviable passions of human nature ; (which 
of all things, it is every editor's duty to check) but 
they can answer no valuable purpose, in cultiva- 
ting or promoting the virtues of the gospel. 

I believe there are few men, whose good opin- 
10N 18 worth having, or whose fellowshingin reli- 
gion 18 worth seeking, who will not read the ar- 
mm of an gpponent with candor, and award 

ue praise to their merits, if they be interwoven 
in no 8ense with any spirit, but that of christianity. 
This certainly is the case with the Author of our 
religion. 'Though the origin, to which he and his 
gospel lay claim, be doubted by some ; yet no 
able and candid s8ceptic, reproaches him, as his 
professed followers do each other. 'The reason 
1s obvious. He rendered to others, the things 
that were theirs. And we do know, if any man, 
or any body of men would have the respect and 
good-will of others, they must first show that dis- 
position, which in return they claim. 'The mer- 
chant, desirous of gaining customers, would hard- 
ly think of hooting at every one, who does not call 
to buy his goods. Just as inconsistent, is it for 
the editor or the minister, who would gain patrons 
or converts from the virtuous and candid, to set off 
his opponents with 8arcasm and derision. No man 
of 8ense can hear the tongue, 
ridicule employed against himoelf, without indig- 
nation and resentment. Nor can a man of sym- 


or 8ee the pen of 
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thy and sensibility see or hear his friend or 

is 8ect abused, without feeling interested in 
their favor, and cold, and bitter, towards their 
traducer. | 

Will it be said in return, that these passions of 
indignation, &c. towards our calumniators are 
criminal, and ought not to be indulged? 'The 
fact is we have them, and we cannot help it. 
This exercise is in many regpects. \irresistible. 
And when we are injured, they just as naturally 
produce these effects, as friction does heat. - Nor 
18 it certain they are unholy. We may *be angry 
and sin not. It is lawful for us-to *look upon 
(such things) with anger.” Every principle of 
mercy and Justice allows it. Else why were these 
passions given ? Is it not plain, | J 
intended, ultimately to correct all sorts of abuse, - | 
and teach the transgressor, that he cannot impair 
another's happiness, without sacrificing his own? 

Doubtless, there are some propensities in every | 
man, to live at the expense of his neighbor; es- 
pecially his enemy. But it is beheved, that in- 
8tead of nourishing these vipers, in our own bo- 
goms, we 8hould use our best endeavors to check 
them in others. 'To cher»h them is, to-aid anevi 
monster, which in all conscjence is formidable 
enough, without any auxiliaries. And yet tha 
our order, as a 8ect, now 8uffers under there 
proach and to 8ome degree justly, of harboring 
promoting these very propensities, cannot in trut 
be denied. It is with regret that I say it. I 
would not falsely accuse them ; nor will I justify 
them wherein they are guilty. God grant they 
may see and correct the evil forthwith. 

rom the above, let it not be gupposed that, the 
writer would sacrifice truth to error, or principle 
to policy. This is not necessary to the support of 
christian candor and moderation. We can propa- 
= truth, without ridiculing those who differ 
om us. We can be firm, and yet respect, and 
be charitable towards the opinions of others. A 
teacher employed to instruct Newton's astronomy, 
would not be thanked very kindly, to spend a few 
years, as a preparatory step in exposing the absur- 
dities in the system of Descartes. And yet I use 
no reason why sucha course 18 not just as neces- 
SAary, as it 1s for him who would instruct men in 
the truths of the gospel, to be always inveighing 
with acrimony, against the 8upposed or real errors 
of his fellow christians. - It is a fact, that we all 
hold our opinjons as sacred. And as our love and 
pity kindle on 8eeing a dear friend ill treated, 80 
do we become the more warmly attached to our 
opinions by seeing them .assaulted in a hostile 
manner. And any 'one who will look into his 
own breast, and s8ee how tenaciously he clings to 
his peculiarities, must know that s8uch harsh mea- 
gures are no good instruments of conviction. 

If we would convince a man of the truth of our 
faith let us do it by urging the evidence in our 
fayor. 'Truth can 8urely be 3 4m by-the evi- 
dence on which it depends. 'This can be urged 
by any one, apt to teach, in such a manner as not 
to give offence. But, if it cannot, we may des- 
pair of ever gaining our object: for the moment 
we give offence, the mind 18 foreclosed against 
everything we may urge. | 

Finally, Messrs Editors, permit me, before I 
close, once more to express my pleasure, in finding 
you have adopted that way to communicate truth, 
which I believe will not only prove the most sat- 
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isfactory, and least objectionable ; but also, {the 
most effective and triumphant. May you be sure 
to answer all the expectations jin your. readers, 
that your prospectus and declared intentions have 
excited. May youTpropagate truth and candor, 
in the spirit of mildness. | And if called upon to 
correct, error, or reprove vice, may you Mo it 1n 
such a manner, as shall make the victim kiss, the 
rod which chastens him. $f 11Þ 


[For the Universalist.] 


GOD'S ANGER. 


It 8eems to be a matter of s0me consequence, 
- with gome of. ur religious adversaries, to have 1t 


""] 


clearly and distir Py understood, that God 1s, in 
_ the literal 8ense of the expression, angry with 
_ the wicked every day. It seems to be, in fact, of 


80. much co wWequence,. that they actually take 
- alarm, and put on the armor of controversy, 


- wheneyer that. gentiment is arrested, and carried, 
- for candid and critical examination, before the 


' tribunal of reagon and revelation. | 

But all this is perfectly natural; precisely as 
e ghould auppose it would be. How can they 
nin converts to their inexplicable and 
hensible do unless they can make 
ople believe that God will be tremendously an- 
ry With them, if they do not believe and embrace 
m! How can they manage to get the confi- 
dence of the thoughtless and the credulous, unless 
they can make them believe that they are much 
more friendly to their salvation, than their Crea- 
tor! How can they contrive to set in motion a 
great religious excitement, and frighten the timid 
and gensitive part of the community out of their 
8enses, unless they hold over them the rod of d1- 
vine vengeance, and hurl at their very souls the 
thunderbolts of eternal damnation! A person 
may therefore think of the sentiment in question 
as he will ; but he should not be surprised, con- 
s8idering the use its advocates make of it, that 
they should stick to it, with the most paging 
tenacity, as one of their *strong holds To give 
it up, in fact, would be to endanger their whole 
8ystem, and put an effectual veto upon all their 

proselyting operations. FTLROY 
Perceiving therefore, its practical utility, in the 
business of making converts, and believing * the 
end justifies the means, it is not, perhaps, a ques- 
tion with them of deep and prayerful nnportance, 
whether the scriptures are explained consistently, 
and 80 as to harmonize, or not. So long as the 
Bible declares that * God 2s « with the wicked 
_ day,” it is no matter what it 8ays about His 
unchangeable nature, or how decidedly it teaches 
that *He is Love.' No, nor is it of any conse- 
quence at all, how clearly it inculcates the doc- 
trine, that we should love Him *because he first 
loved us.' Everything nece to be under- 
stood, ag, we may 8uppose they view the case, is 
clearly expressed in the phrase, that * God ts an- 

with the wicked * : 

ut, as we have not legally undertaken to vin- 
dicate their claims to consistency, nor received of 
them any retaining fee, we may be excused if we 
enter no further bs e merits of the cage. Suf- 
fice it to say, that since 80 much depends upon 


the prevalence of the sentiment in question, we 
cannot much blame them, however unscriptural 


127 


zeal and earnestness in its defence. We may 
give them the credit of being ingenious and some- 
what plausible, even if we cannot bestow much 
praise upon"them for their candor and biblical re- 
Search. We may certainly *render unto Cezar 
the things that -are Cesar's, even if we are dis- 
posed to withhold every thing else. 
JUSTICE. 


THE GLEANER. 


Writings of Thomas Gross. 


OF THE DIVINE LAW 


Study and observation help us in decision 
of many important points, whether we Investigate 
gubjects which are new and unusual ; or examine 
those, with which we have been conversant. 'This 
will be applicable in all branches of science, 
whether of philosophy or divinity. It is the strict 
observer or student, only, who progresses in use- 
ful knowledge ; who penetrates the secret of arts, 
or dives into the arcana of nature. Ttas he, who 
9d 847 oy to be the dupe of imposition, discrimi- 
nates for himself; and though he would treat men 
and things, with due deference and respect; yet 
views it incompatible with true independence, to 
yield without examination a disputed proposition. 
Thits in all branches, but especially in divinity, 
_ and observation are indespensable ; not only 
in obtaining a knowledge of truth ; but likewise 
in exhibiting that truth to the greatest advantage. 

The Divine Law, or law of God, is a subject, 
concerning which much has been said, and from 
the diversified opinions of men, it unquestionably 
will follow, that all has not been correct. 

'Fhe Law has been represented to be at vari- 
ance with the Gospel: and justice to be opposed 
to mercy. If s8uch propositions were, in fact, 
true; Go@ would be divided, and his kingdom 
could not stand. But happily for man, we hope 
that information, on this 8ubject, is attainable ; 
that it has made some advances, already, and that 
it 18 beheved, that light will increase, till all will 
be convinced that the Divine Law is not incom- 
patible with the gospel ; nor justice in opposition 
to py 5 I | 

The Divine Law is as true an expression of 
the divine nature as the gospel ; and justice shines 
as bright as mercy ; because equally divine, and 
equally precious in themselves, and to every intel- 
ligent creature. 

Moreover, the law and gospel, with justice 
and mercy, are perfectly coincident as to their 
ultimate object. 'This object is two fold, the ex- 
hibition of the divine character, and the felicity of 
the human kind. 

The law is our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ; and when we are thus brought to him, he, 
as a Savior, 18 all our salvation and desire. Thus 
the ultimate end of law and gospel are to lead 
men-to happiness, and then to put them into the 
enJo ent of it. 

is 18 the case, likewise, with justice and mer- 
cy. They are not in opposition as to their ulti- 
mate object ; but, perfectly, in accordance. The 
take or employ different methods to attain their 
object, but still hart is the same. | 

The Law is an exhibition of the moral perfec- 


and dangerous we may suppose it to be, for their 


jag of God, as a rule for our imitation, The 


love of God, the goodness, mercy, justice, and 
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righteousness of God, as expressions of his nature 
towards us, are exhibited as the ground and reason 
why we s8hould love hin Fhese 8ame perfec- 
tions of God, likewise, as expressions of his na- 
ture towards mankind, are exhibited as the reason 
why we 8kould love them. 'Thus the law binds 
us to love God and man. If there were no love 
of God to us, there would be no obligation bind- 
ing on us to love him; and if there were no love 
from God to mankind, there could be no obhgation 
under which we s8hould be bound to love mankind. 

Obligation, then, on our part to keep the law, 
originates from the good which the law expresses 
towards,us. We love him because he first loved 
us. His loye to men, in all cases, is antecedent 
to their lov@® to him ; and 1s, not only, the reason 
why we love him, but is, likewise, the ground or 
obligation by which we are bound to love him. 
Thus the first and great command is, to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, 
with all our strength, with all our might, and with 
all our mind. Now why is 8uch a command rea- 
gonable? Ans. Because he who commands 1s 
our friend, he loves us. 

That he is lovely in himself, and infinitely 80: 
and that he has a right to command our love, are 
things which we have no disposition to deny ; but 
that he is infinitely lovely and yet commands us to 
love him while he does not love us; is what we do 
deny. His infinite loveliness 1s proved to crea- 
tures by his love to them; and without this ex- 
pression of love to his creatures, it is questioned 
whether these creatures could know that he was 
lovely in himself. Thus, the knowledge we have, 
that God has a right to command our love and 
that he 1s lovely in himself, arises from the multi- 
plied express1ons of his love to us. 

We will now consider the 8econd command, 
*thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, Why 
is. this command reasonable? Ans. If we are 
. bound to love the Deity, because he loves us; if 
that love of the Deity to us, be designed for our 
happiness, and excites in us a desire for the 8ame ; 
it 18 but reasonable to conclude that his object 1s 
the same 1n all the instances of his love, and, con- 
sequently, our regard for the happiness of others, 
must, correspond with our own. 'Thus, the unex- 
ceptionable love of God to all men, proved by the 
universal requirement of the law to love God, ar- 
gues the reasonableness of our loving all men, and 
of our having the same desire for their fehcity, 
which we have for our own. In a word, if God have 
manifested himself to be loyely in a multitude of 
express1ons, proved by the universal requirement 
to us that we should love mankind ; it will be our 
highest wisdom and be inseparably connected 
with our interest to reduce this command to prac- 
tice. 

This command has for its object the union and 
happiness of the whole human family ; and 8uch 
an object is sufficient to prove the requirement 
reasonable, 

Thus have we seen the nature of the law ; that 
it-18 a transcript of the moral perfections of its 
author : It is holy, just and good. 

Its extent. It takes cognizance of our thoughts, 
words, and actions; it extends to all men, and 80 
is exceeding broad. It is called a perfect law. 
*'The law of the Lord is perfect.” It would not 
be an expression of the divine perfections, if it 
were imperfect ; and Godcould not give a law of 
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imperfect obediance, without receding from his 
own ections. *If there could have been a 
law given, which could have given life, verily 
righteousness would have been by the law 7 but 
this could never be the case, unless an imper- 
fect law had been given, by a perfect Being. 
Nothing short of pertect and universal obedience 
could be required by the law, which was awexpres- 
Sion of the divine character.” 'Thus we have 8een 
the extent of the divine law, that it is a rule exhil 
ited to our view, which 1s perfect : respec 
thoughts, purposes, words and actions, 

tends to all men. 


[To be continued.] <a 


Two boys going home one day, found a box i 
the road, and disputed who was the finder.” *The 
fought a whole afternoon without eoming 
decision. At last they agreed to divide the 
tents equally, but on opening thebox, lo a 
hold !—1it was empty. Few wars have been 
profitable than this to the parties concerned. . 


Inviolable fidelity, good hu no: ws KY WOE ID 0 ; 
cency of temper, outhve all the cha 
face, and make the decays of it invigtble. 
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THE PLAYTHINGS. 
Oh ! mother, here's the very top, 
That brother used to spin; 
The vase with seeds I've seen him drop 
To call our robin in; 
The line that held his pretty kite, 
His bow, his cup and ball, 
The slate on which he learned to write, 
His feather, cap, and all! 


* My dear, I'd put the things away 
Just where they were before 
Go Anna, take him out to play, 
And shut the closet door. 
Sweet innocent, he little thinks 
The slightest thought expressed 
Of him that's lost, how deep it sinks 
Within a-mother's breast !? | 


MARRIED. 

In this city, by Rev. S. Streetery Mr. Richard Stirling 
and Miss Elizabeth F. Towers; Mr. Jonathan Langley 
and Miss Caroline Reeves. | ne 

In Charlestown, by Rev. 8. L. Everett, Mr. Samuel L. 
Tuttle and Miss Catharine A. Bettis. 

'In Lowell, by Rev. C. Gardner, Mr. Dearborn Tilton 
and Miss Mary C. Rollins, both of Lowell. 


CLARKE'S COMMENTARY ; | 
PRICE REDUCED ! 


Bxn3. B. Mussxy, 29 Cornhill, has received a new 
supply of the above work on the Old and New Testament, 
which he will sell at a reduced price. They may be had 
on the Old or New 'Festament separate.—Orders address- 
ed to B. B. Mussey, 29 Cornhill, will receive ingmediate 
attention. 

B. B. M. keeps constantly on hand, and for sale, whole- 
sale and retail, a general assortment of Universalist Works, 
which he sell as low as can be had in the United States. 

Also a asgortment of Theological Books. Clergy- 
men, wishing to-furnish themselves with Libraries, will 
np a most liberal terms by directiug their orders 
as above. 


N. B. Books ordered may be returned, if not satisfac- 


tory as to price and quality. 


LEONARD W., KIMBALL....PRINTER. 
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